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Background: 

Fire protection for residents of Rarity Bay, regardless of whether you live in Monroe or Loudon County, is 
provided by the Vonore City Fire Department. 

 

Residents of Rarity Bay are not in the city limits of the city of Vonore.  That means that we do not pay 
Vonore city taxes, and that we do not pay any taxes in support of the Vonore Fire Department. 

 

The Vonore Fire Department serves the citizens of Vonore.  They also respond to calls within five miles of 

the city limits of Vonore, provided that the homeowner in these outlying areas has paid the subscription fee.  
Fortunately, the Rarity Bay Market and Deli is within the city limits of Vonore, so all of Rarity Bay is within 

five miles of the Vonore city limits.  Kahite is another example an area covered by the subscription service. 

 
We are fortunate in that the Vonore Fire Department has a station in the industrial park just down Route 72 

from Rarity Bay.  This station responds to most fire calls in Rarity Bay. 

 
The Vonore Fire Department has both full-time professional members and volunteers.  The industrial park station is 

staffed 24/7 with at least one full-time professional.  All professional members that work out of the industrial park 

station have been trained as “first responders.”  The Vonore Fire Department purchases and maintains equipment 

needed to respond to our fire calls, and they also spend money to train their full-time members as qualified “first 

responders.”   

 

Ambulance service is also provided out of the same center in the industrial park.  The 911 ambulance (and staff) is paid 

for by  Monroe and Loudon County taxes, although the Monroe County Rescue Squad does conduct an annual 

fundraising campaign. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

It is recommended residents pay the annual $125 subscription fee to the Vonore City Fire Department.    It is 

vital for our own self-interest that we help the town keep the equipment updated and the staff trained.  In 
January, you may you receive a “reminder bill” in the mail.  If so, please remit the $125.  If you do not 

receive a reminder, go to the Vonore City Hall and sign up.  It is money well spent.  As further incentive, we 

have been told that if you have not paid the $125 annual fee, you may be liable for a minimum of a $1,000 
charge if the Vonore Fire Department responds to your call.  Also, we have been told that the subscription 

fee is a charitable contribution if you itemize deductions on your federal income tax return. 

 
 


