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 RBHOO, in 2014, has been informing members about the ongoing WATeR concerns related to 

the Madisonville Sewage Treatment Plant plans and has sent supporting letters to local and state officials 

in support of clean water efforts in Bat Creek and Tellico Lake.  We are monitoring the Madisonville 

plans for changes to / expansion of their WWTP since these waters surround our community. 

 

 If you’ve boated around Heron Island on Tellico Lake, chances are you looked up at the 

impressive bird nests in the tops of the trees on the island.  .  The Watershed Association of Tellico 

Reservoir (WATeR) has studied how to stabilize the shoreline of Heron Island, at Little Tennessee River 

Mile 11.0 near the Clear Creek boat landing a stabilization plan is underway.   

 WATeR’s goal is to preserve the island as home to approximately 30 nesting pairs of Great Blue 

Herons. This breeding ground is threatened by the continual erosion and loss of trees along the island’s 

shoreline. The second goal is to stop build up of sediment in the lake from the soil runoff.  Sediment in 

the lake can lead to loss of shallow lagoons and wetlands, and the muddy water interferes with growth 

and production of aquatic life, i.e. the fish that the Herons catch for food. The Heron Island project has 

been approved by TVA and the Army Corps of Engineers.  The Corp permit allows WATeR to stabilize 

730 feet of the shoreline most vulnerable to erosion. 

 “Funding this project is a challenge.  The long range estimate to stabilize the entire island is 

$60,000.  WATeR plans to raise the money through contributions from individuals, groups, and 

corporations, as well as through grants from governmental and private organizations.  RBHOO is an 

organizational member of WATeR and contributes annually. 

 For more information, visit the WATeR website, www. tellicowater.org. Individuals may 

contribute to the Heron Island project using the membership form on the website, or by mailing a check to 

WATeR, P.O. Box 751, Loudon, TN 37774. 

 WATeR is actively involved in numerous water quality improvement projects.  Annually, in the 

spring,  they sponsor a Shoreline Clean-Up.  Many RBHOO members participate in this project, locally 

organized by the RBYC. 


